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NEXT MONTH’S CONFERENCE: WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?

OWRB APPROVES NINE STIMULUS WATER & WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Last month, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board approved more than $48.6 million to 
fund state drinking water projects and $13.7 million for clean water projects in part through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

ARBUCKLE-SIMPSON MEETING SET FOR AUGUST 18 IN ADA
On August 18, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board will host an informal pbulic meeting 
to present results of the Arbuckle-Simpson Hydrology Study and to solicit input on man-
agement strategies for the Arbuckle-Simpson aquifer.

CENSUS MATTERS: IS YOUR TOWN OR CITY READY?
With Census 2010 coming up in April, towns and cities have just nine months to promote 
participation throughout their communities.

NEW LAW CHANGES PROCESS FOR ISSUING BUILDER’S PERMITS
A new law changes the process by which cities and towns may issue builder’s permits. 
Now that the provisions of SB 306 are in effect, Oklahoma municipalities must verify proof 
of liability and workers’ comp insurance before they issue a builder’s permit.

OKLAHOMA CITY TO HOST NATIONAL MAYORS CONFERENCE
The 2010 annual meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors will be held in Oklahoma City, 
June 11 – 15. The meeting promises to be one of the most prominent political events ever 
staged in Oklahoma. 

STAGER’S “GOODWILL TOUR” CONTINUES WITH VISITS TO BETHANY, WARR 
ACRES, THE VILLAGE AND EDMOND
During her most recent series of Goodwill visits, OML Executive Director Carolyn Stager 
asked local offi cials and city staff members how they felt about the new electronic version 
of Oklahoma Cities & Towns.

PROGRAM PROVIDES A LEGAL, EASY WAY FOR TOWNS AND CITIES TO TAKE 
CREDIT CARDS
Like any business, municipalities focus on customer service. Making utility payments 
easier by accepting credit cards is becoming the norm. 

FLYING THE STARS & STRIPES
Guidelines on fl ag protocol, particularly about how to be notifi ed when to lower to half staff.



From OML President Arden Chaffee
The best advice I ever got
 We’re all good at giving advice, often of the unsolicited variety. But what’s the best advice you 
ever got? Thinking back to all my mentors, the fi rst who comes to mind is my father. “If a job is worth 
doing, it’s worth doing right,” he said. That notion isn’t one to take lightly, but when it’s offered to the 
young, it often falls on deaf ears. Peer pressure dictates taking the easy path. For a few, that can mean 
trying their hardest, but that’s not the case for most. 
 So what advice can we give young people to help them live up to their potential? The young Bill 
Gates got the following advice from his parents: Go out for a lot of different sports. Here’s what Gates 
has to say about it: “At the time, I thought it was kind of pointless, some of them I didn’t even like, but 
it ended up exposing me to leadership opportunities instead of sticking with things I was comfortable 
with.” I think that’s good advice for anyone: “Don’t stay in your comfort zone—see what’s outside—it just might be where 
you really belong.” 
 Still thinking about the best advice you ever got? How about the quote in the old school gym, “If you can’t win, make 
the other guy break the record.” We should all strive for that. The best advice I ever got was from L.D. “Woody” Woodson, 
who said “You can have anything, but you can’t have everything.” Should have listened. Still trying!
 So, what’s the best advice you ever got? I’d like to know. Send me an email at chaffee@itlnet.net.

From OML Executive Director Carolyn Stager
Conference gives reasons to feel upbeat 
 When the economy is thriving, it’s easy to feel upbeat. It’s during tough times like these that we 
have to work at it. The theme of next month’s OML Annual Conference & Exposition is “Upbeat & 
Green: Positive Change in Tough Times.” Come be a part of it, and you’ll fi nd there are lots of reasons 
to feel upbeat about being an Oklahoma municipal leader in 2009. You’ll also pick up some tools you 
can use to put positive changes in action in your town or city. 
 How can you help your town or city go green without spending too much green? That’s exactly 
what you’ll learn at the conference next month. We’ll look at effective pro-environmental policies you 
can use to save money, create new jobs and satisfy your community’s demand for recycling and other 
programs that help promote a healthy planet. 
 Reducing energy consumption, recycling, and taking measures to minimize our environmental footprint are all impor-
tant ways to prepare for the future of our towns and cities. Getting young people involved in our communities is another. 
That’s something OML helps member communities promote every year during Municipal Government Week. At this year’s 
conference, you’ll learn ways to engage young people in local government all year round. By building involvement among 
your town or city’s youngest residents, you’ll foster hometown pride and an understanding of municipal government that 
will lead to the kind of leadership that can keep your town or city thriving for generations to come. 
 Of course, there will be lots more to learn. We’ll address the challenge of retaining top-quality municipal leadership with 
a session on how to hire a city manager. Working with the media, how to get the most out of social networking sites, and 
ways to make city council meetings more productive are other topics from which you may choose. The list of educational 
sessions covers a broad spectrum of topics relevant to Oklahoma municipal government today.
 I hope you’ll join us next month, for these and other opportunities to learn and connect with your friends and colleagues 
from towns and cities all over Oklahoma. On a personal note, I’m looking forward to seeing old friends, meeting new ones 
and connecting with the people from the front lines of Oklahoma municipal government. Your participation makes a differ-
ence. I hope you’ll join us.



OML / MESO / OMAG / OMRF Annual Conference
“Upbeat & Green: Positive Change in Tough Times”
September 22—24, 2009 at the Tulsa Convention Center
 Green: it’s more than just a color. Depending on the context, the word can provoke numerous connotations. Money. 
Envy. The color of nature. This year’s OML conference is focusing on the green that means progressive, earth-friendly en-
vironmental policies …  and how implementing them can save your city or town some serious green. 
 We’re excited to present as this year’s keynote speaker Steven Kreidler, the chief fi nancial offi cer and chief fund devel-
opment offi cer for the University of Central Oklahoma. Under his leadership, UCO became a national award winner among 
universities for its environmental sustainability program, and was named to the nation’s top ten universities for its renewable 
energy use. The university’s use of Lean practices also netted an award under Kreidler’s leadership, and Keep Oklahoma 
Beautiful honored the campus with a Vanguard beautifi cation award. 
 We’ll learn how these award-winning practices can be put to use in communities of every size, and how they can save 
your town or city money while contributing to a more effi cient use of resources with benefi ts that could affect our communi-
ties for generations. 
 Attendees of this year’s conference and expo will learn about renewable energy for municipalities, recycling programs, 
and how to conduct energy audits. Sessions will be held on low-impact development, cost-effective ways of going green, 
and how going green can create jobs. In addition to sessions that focus on proactive environmental policy for cities and 
towns, we’ll present topics as varied and relevant as neighborhood revitalization, the changing natural gas market, how to 
work with the media, strategies for getting the most out of city council meetings, and how to prevent embezzlement in your 
municipality. 
 While conserving resources and promoting green practices makes a tremendous impact on every community’s future, 
another way we can strengthen the foundation for tomorrow’s cities and towns is by engaging our communities’ youth. Ev-
ery year, OML member towns and cities promote local government in schools during Municipal Government Week. At this 
year’s conference, Mayor Patrice Douglas of Edmond will lead a session on getting young people involved in local govern-
ment and developing ways to keep them involved year round.
 Social networking may have started out as a trivial pastime for young people, but it has quickly evolved into a valuable 
resource municipalities can use to engage with citizens and distribute information. Social networking resources such as 
Facebook and Twitter are being used in innovative ways by cities and towns. 
 The city management profession is changing, with many experienced city managers about to retire and cities scrambling 
to keep top people in these critical posts. A session on how to hire a city manager will show you what to look for in a city 
manager, how to attract a top professional to your town or city and how to keep him or her there for the long term.
 For Oklahoma cities and towns, our annual conference is the highlight of the year. We’ll feature dynamic speakers, rel-
evant topics and the best opportunity all year to meet with your colleagues from cities and towns throughout the state. It’s 
up to you to make this year’s conference all it can be. By attending, you’ll bring your town or city’s unique perspective into 
the mix, adding value for all who attend. Conference is the time when all of us come together to help every Oklahoma town 
and city meet the challenge of municipal government in the 21st century. We look forward to seeing you next month.

City in the Spotlight
A small town that’s determined to thrive: Cherokee
 Three miles south of Cherokee, Oklahoma, a unique geological area awaits explorers. The aptly named 11,000 acre Salt 
Flats is a barren and almost perfectly fl at stretch of desert. The fl ats were created millions of years ago when fl ooding sea 
water was cut off from the ocean. Erosion from mountain ranges gradually covered the plain. Beneath the ground, water 
evaporated through layers of salt-saturated sand leaving a thin salt crust on the surface. The concentrated saline solution 
combined with gypsum to create beautiful selenite salt crystals that can’t be found anyplace else on earth. Visitors come 
from all over to visit the Salt Flats and dig for crystal treasure. Digging is permitted between April and October, and an 
observation tower is open all year round. 
 While they’re in town, many visitors stay at the Cherokee Inn, a hotel owned and operated by the town’s mayor, Karen 
Hawkins, and her husband Lon. When the couple moved back to Cherokee 16 years ago, the motel had been abandoned. 



They bought it, fi xed it up and reopened it, following eight 
years later with a fi ne-dining restaurant right next door. 
Candlelight and white linen tablecloths welcome diners 
to the Cherokee Station Restaurant, adding to the list of 
pleasant surprises visitors encounter when they come to the 
northwest Oklahoma town.  It may be small, but Cherokee 
is meeting the challenges of the 21st century head-on.
 After going many years with no doctor in town, a 
group of civic leaders including Hawkins worked with the 
federal government to obtain a grant to establish the Great 
Salt Plains Health Clinic. Now in its third year, the facility 
is a boon to Cherokee residents and people from through-
out the region, providing affordable health care services to 
people with no insurance. 
 Cherokee also boasts some of the state’s best drinking 
water. A new reverse osmosis water plant provides drink-
ing water Hawkins says is “probably the best in the state.”
 Some of the town’s more notable businesses include 
The Cherokee Pool Store, a high-volume online retailer of 
pool and spa supplies; Land Run Legacies, a noted antique 
furniture refi nisher; and Kids Against Hunger, part of a 
worldwide ministry that sends food and nutritional supple-
ments to communities around the globe experiencing fam-
ine or food shortages due to disasters.
 Recently the town’s library left its old quarters, where 
accessibility issues made it diffi cult for the elderly and 
people with disabilities to visit. Area students and others 
from the community lined up on Grand Avenue through 
the center of town and passed books hand-to-hand to the 
new library where better accessibility has resulted in about 
a 400 percent jump in attendance.
 “Our library is the center of downtown Cherokee,” 
Hawkins said. The building that used to house the library 
is now a youth center for a local Baptist church. “It’s a win-
win for the whole community.”
 Even in a small town like Cherokee, Main Street is a 
big deal. One of Oklahoma’s smallest Main Street commu-
nities, Cherokee has implemented streetscape and sidewalk improvements that Cherokee Main Street Director Susie Koontz 
said played an important part in reversing a negative trend in Cherokee.
 “Like many other towns, Cherokee was plagued with vacant store fronts and a crumbling infrastructure,” Koontz said. 
That wasn’t okay with residents of the community, and in 2001 a Main Street committee was formed. “That started turn-
ing things around,” Koontz said. “One of the beautiful things about being a Main Street community is that you have the 
resources to show you how to get things done, and to make you aware of things like transportation enhancement grants. I’m 
sure there are little towns that get things done without Main Street, but it’s so nice to have the resources they provide.” 
 In Cherokee, Main Street is about more than downtown. The organization sponsors parades for homecoming and ro-
deos, puts on craft shows, organizes Keep America Beautiful cleanup days and collaborates with the annual Miss Cherokee 
pageants. Last month, Cherokee Main Street organized a full day of events on July 4. Independence Day festivities began 
with a 5k run and cycle race at 6:30 in the morning, and the celebration continued through the grand fi reworks display that 
night. “This is just an offi ce everybody can come to,” Koontz said. “We like to help with a lot of community activities, and 
we promote the things we’re not in charge of.” Cherokee Main Street helps promote events at the new rodeo arena at the 
Alfalfa County Fairgrounds. The arena hosts equine events all year round, bringing a steady stream of visitors to Cherokee. 
“There’s something out there every weekend,” Hawkins said.

This photo shows the Cherokee library with new awning, and exposed glass 
in upper windows. Dottie’s is the business at other end of photo. 

Cherokee library before renovation.



 Koontz said Cherokee’s size means its challenges are different from those in larger communities, but that the benefi ts 
of the Main Street program still are tremendous. “We don’t have the problem of a dying downtown losing out to the mall 
and the big box stores,” she said. “In a town the size of Cherokee, we’re not working to keep the downtown viable. We’re 
working to keep the whole town viable.” 
 Koontz said since Main Street efforts started to pay off with a better-looking downtown Cherokee, everyone in town 
has taken notice. “People’s attitudes have changed,” she said. “They realize that little towns can be vibrant, and they can 
experience growth.” 

OML Affi liate Member in the Spotlight
A full-spectrum engineer for Oklahoma communities: EST, Inc.
 When municipalities need a single fi rm that can meet all their engineering needs, they need look no further than EST, 
Inc. In the nine years since its establishment, the company has become a leader in providing comprehensive engineering 
services to Oklahoma municipalities. The EST staff comprises professional engineers, scientists, consultants, licensed sur-
veyors and numerous design, fi eld and laboratory technicians with unparalleled experience providing engineering services 
to Oklahoma municipalities. 
 Norman native Michael Vahabzadegan is the company’s president. He’s also a civil engineer. He said in the nine years 
EST has been in business, the company has taken in ten different fi rms with professionals who have served Oklahoma engi-
neering needs for decades. The company’s expertise spans many fi elds of engineering, including surveying, roadways, site 
design, geotechnical, environmental, airport design, utility relocation, materials testing, and construction management.
 The design, rehabilitation and safety inspection of bridges is another EST specialty. Vahabzadegan said EST engineers 
frequently help Oklahoma municipalities get more life out of old bridges, inspecting them for safety and doing repairs that 
can extend the life of a bridge by 20 or 30 years. Another area in which EST excels is water. Helping municipalities develop 
responsible water plans is a specialty of the company’s environmental branch. “I think there will be a time when water is 
more expensive than oil,” Vahabzadegan said. “We all need it to survive. The states surrounding Oklahoma want our water, 
so it’s critical for Oklahoma to have a good water policy.” The company works with many Oklahoma towns and cities to 
help them meet new water requirements and develop their own municipal water plans. “There are a lot of requirements 
coming down the pike from the feds that cities don’t have the staff or budget to deal with,” he said. “The federal govern-
ment wants cities to aggressively make sure their drinking water is clean, and every city has to have a water plan.” EST staff 
members routinely work with the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality on issues impacting Oklahoma’s water 
supply.
 “We’re a company that is very committed to your needs,” Vahabzadegan said. “Our staff engineers are familiar with 
Oklahoma municipalities, so cities and towns fi nd it very easy to work with us.” He calls EST a “one-stop shop” that can 
meet all the diverse engineering needs a city or town may have. Each client town or city works directly with one EST proj-
ect manager who coordinates projects to meet all the community’s engineering needs. “Cities fi nd that very easy, because 
they don’t have to fi nd out who is going to take care of each new project,” Vahabzadegan said. He said he’s grateful to the 
municipalities that have worked with EST and hopes to keep their business. “I want to thank all the cities that have worked 
with us,” he said. “We’d like to continue serving them.” For more information, visit http://www.estinc.net.

OWRB approves nine stimulus water & wastewater projects
  Last month, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) approved more than $48.6 million to fund state drinking 
water projects and $13.7 million for clean water projects funded in part through the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 (ARRA). The loans, approved at the Board’s regular monthly meeting in Oklahoma City, will help underwrite 
federal stimulus projects specifi cally targeted for drinking water system and clean water infrastructure improvements in 
Oklahoma.
  The funds will come from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF), which is administered cooperatively 
between the OWRB and Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and the OWRB’s Clean Water State Re-
volving Fund (CWSRF).



  Public drinking water systems receiving ARRA grants, combined with low-interest DWSRF loans, are Bryan Coun-
ty Rural Water, Sewer, & Solid Waste Management District #2 ($382,000), McCurtain County Rural Water District #8 
($7,038,410), Bartlesville Municipal Authority ($9,820,000), Norman Utilities Authority ($14,000,000), and Washington 
County Rural Water District No. 3 ($17,394,645). The Water Board also approved four ARRA/CWSRF loans for Col-
linsville Municipal Authority ($683,040), Ponca City Utility Authority ($890,000), Grove Municipal Services Authority 
($1,900,000), and Oklahoma City Water Utilities Trust ($10,000,000).
  To date, the OWRB has approved 17 water and wastewater projects – all partially funded through ARRA funds – total-
ing more than $131 million. All of Oklahoma’s water and wastewater stimulus money should be obligated by early 2010.
  For each state water/wastewater stimulus project, Oklahoma’s program is targeting a 30 percent grant funding level, all 
from federal ARRA appropriations, with either a CWSRF or DWSRF low-interest loan comprising the remaining 70 per-
cent of the awarded funds. In all, the OWRB is leveraging about $62 million in available federal stimulus funds with loans 
from the DWSRF as well as the agency’s CWSRF program to underwrite at least 50 targeted water and wastewater system 
projects throughout the state.
  Eligible DWSRF projects include construction of new water treatment facilities, replacement or rehabilitation of exist-
ing facilities, storage, distribution, raw water transmission lines, intakes, pump stations, and other related projects. The DEQ 
prioritizes DWSRF loan applicants according to a variety of factors, but the program primarily targets systems experienc-
ing drinking water system defi ciencies that cause noncompliance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and thus pose a 
potential public health risk.
  Eligible CWSRF projects include construction of new wastewater facilities or the replacement or rehabilitation of 
existing treatment facilities, infl ow and infi ltration correction, collector and interceptor sewers, combined sewer overfl ow 
correction, and related projects.
  For specifi c information on Oklahoma’s stimulus water projects, contact the OWRB at 405-530-8800 or the DEQ at 
405-702-8100.

Arbuckle-Simpson meeting set for August 18 in Ada
  On August 18, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) will host an informal public meeting to present results 
of the Arbuckle-Simpson Hydrology Study and to solicit input on management strategies for the Arbuckle-Simpson aquifer. 
The meeting will be held at the Pontotoc Technology Center in Ada, Oklahoma, from 1 to 6 p.m.
 Following an overview of the study by project coordinator Noel Osborn, Scott Christenson with the U.S. Geological 
Survey will discuss the hydrogeology of the aquifer, how the groundwater fl ow model was developed, and the results of the 
management simulations. Derek Smithee, OWRB Water Quality Division Chief, will discuss results of surface water studies 
regarding the protection of streams and springs. Duane Smith, OWRB Executive Director, will follow with a discussion of 
possible management strategies of the aquifer and will solicit input from the audience.
 The Arbuckle-Simpson aquifer underlies more than 500 square miles in south central Oklahoma and provides water for 
municipal, irrigation, mining, fi sheries, recreation, and wildlife conservation purposes.  The eastern portion of the aquifer 
provides drinking water to approximately 39,000 people in Ada, Sulphur, and the surrounding area, and was designated by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as a sole-source aquifer.  The aquifer is the source of a number of important 
springs in the region, including Byrds Mill Spring, Ada’s primary drinking water source, and springs in the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area.  Major headwater streams originating in the aquifer, including Blue River, Pennington, Mill, 
Travertine, Honey, and Hickory Creeks, are sustained throughout the year by groundwater discharge. 
 Because of concerns that large-scale withdrawals of groundwater could result in declining fl ow in streams and springs, 
the State Legislature passed Senate Bill 288 in May 2003.  The bill imposed a moratorium on the proposed groundwater 
permits until the Oklahoma Water Resources Board completed a hydrologic investigation of the Arbuckle-Simpson aquifer 
and approves a maximum annual yield that will not reduce the natural fl ow of water from springs or streams emanating from 
the aquifer. 
 The Arbuckle-Simpson Hydrology Study was initiated in October 2003 to obtain information necessary to determine 
how much water can be withdrawn from the aquifer while protecting springs and streams.  A multidisciplinary team of re-
searchers employed several methods to obtain and interpret information on the climate, geology, groundwater, and stream-
fl ow.  Key to understanding the aquifer was the development of a digital groundwater fl ow model by the U.S. Geological 



Survey. The model, which simulates groundwater fl ow and discharge to streams, was used to estimate the effects of aquifer-
scale groundwater withdrawals on streamfl ow.
 After reviewing suggested strategies from the August 18 public meeting and working with stakeholders, OWRB staff 
will make recommendations to the Board for the maximum annual yield and other management strategies. The Board will 
then issue a Tentative Order for the maximum annual yield. A formal public hearing on the Tentative Order will be held in 
the area of the Arbuckle-Simpson Groundwater Basin. Following the formal public hearing, the Board will proceed to issue 
its Final Order determining the maximum annual yield of the basin.
 Registration is free, but space may be limited. Register online at www.owrb.ok.gov or call the OWRB at (405) 530-
8800.

Census matters: Is your town or city ready? 
 With Census 2010 coming up in April, towns and cities have just nine months to promote participation throughout their 
communities. Local leaders are encouraged to begin talking about the 2010 Census with colleagues, other civic leaders and 
in your churches, social clubs and business groups. Make sure everyone in town understands how important it is that they 
return a completed Census form to the Census Bureau next April. 
 Why is it so important? Well, in 2007, Oklahoma received $5 billion in federal formula grant funding based in part on 
Census 2000 results. That’s about $1,395 per person. During the fi rst half of 2008, the state received $2.1 billion. Census 
data matters. It’s one of the best ways we can make sure our federal tax dollars return to the state. And it’s easy; completing 
a Census form takes most people about 10 minutes. 
 The Census Bureau is encouraging local leaders to form Complete Count Committees to help maximize participation 
in every community. Committee members work to encourage residents to fi ll out and return the census questionnaires, and 
to assuage any fears that other government agencies will have access to respondents’ information. That’s not the case, said 
Tina Tucker-Sims of Census 2010, during a visit to the Ada City Council. “Only statistical information is released with other 
government agencies,” she said. Respondents’ personal information is sealed for 72 years. 
 A session regarding the upcoming Census will be offered at the OML conference next month. Details will be posted on 
our website as they become available, www.oml.org.  
 To fi nd out more, contact your local Census offi ce, or call (918) 877-3440 or (405) 254-9140. More information about 
Complete Count Committees can be found by visiting http://2010.census.gov/partners/national-complete-count-committee.

New law changes process for issuing builder’s permits
 A new law changes the process by which cities and towns may issue builder’s permits. Now that the provisions of SB 
306 are in effect, Oklahoma municipalities must verify proof of liability and workers’ comp insurance before they issue a 
builder’s permit. 
 Nancy Nichols, Edmond city clerk and legislative liaison, said bill author Sen. Debbe Leftwich worked with OML to 
address concerns some members had regarding costs of compliance and legal liability. “We feel it’s not going to be as oner-
ous to administer as it was previously,” Nichols said. The City of Edmond has developed a form they’ll use to comply with 
the provisions of the law. Copies of Edmond’s form are available at http://www.oml.org/npps/story.cfm?ID=1631. Or go to 
the OML website, click on Legislative and select Legislative Main Page.

Oklahoma City to host national mayors’ conference
 The 2010 annual meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors will be held in Oklahoma City, June 11—15. The meeting 
promises to be one of the most prominent political events ever staged in Oklahoma. 
 “This is a unique opportunity to host opinion leaders from around the nation,” said Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett. 
“In addition to the attendance of USCM-member mayors, the meeting routinely hosts members of Congress and interna-
tional heads of state.”
 Because of the longstanding preeminence of the U.S. Conference of Mayors among political coalitions, the conference’s 



annual meeting is an event with national implications. At the national meeting, members of the conference debate and adopt 
policy positions that reverberate loudly in Washington.
 The annual meeting also routinely plays host to U.S. presidents and other national political and cultural fi gures. Last 
year’s annual meeting featured addresses by Arnold Schwarzenegger, Hillary Clinton, and New Mexico Governor Bill Rich-
ardson. Food was catered by Wolfgang Puck, and the attendees enjoyed a live performance by Melissa Etheridge. Recent 
host cities include Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Chicago, Boston, Denver, Miami and Providence. 
 “This may be the most signifi cant political event ever to occur in Oklahoma, and we’re honored to have the opportunity 
to host this meeting in Oklahoma City,” Cornett said. “As a host city, this is our opportunity to showcase our state.”

Notes from the Road
Stager’s “Goodwill Tour” continues with visits 
to Bethany, Warr Acres, The Village and Edmond
 During her most recent series of Goodwill visits, OML Executive Director Carolyn Stager asked local offi cials and city 
staff members how they felt about the new electronic version of Oklahoma Cities & Towns. “So far, what we’re hearing is 
that our members appreciate the greater convenience of the electronic newsletter,” Stager said. “It’s our hope that publishing 
OC&T electronically will make it easier to share stories about our member towns and cities, and to help them stay informed 
on the most current topics affecting municipal government in Oklahoma.” She added she hopes other members will share 
their feelings about the new publication. 
 At a visit to Bethany, Stager met with city manager John Shugart and Mayor Bryan Taylor. They discussed the burden 
sales tax exemptions place on city revenues, and talked about the perennial need to minimize the adoption of new exemp-
tions, and to frequently revisit existing exemptions to make sure they’re still relevant. Also, they talked about State Question 
744, the proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution that would increase funding for public education to at least the 
per-pupil average of neighboring states. No funding mechanism has been identifi ed for the increase, which would come with 
an estimated price tag of $850 million. Stager said the OML board will hear from both sides before taking a position.
 Shugart and Stager also discussed OML training opportunities. “The training OML provides is one of the biggest ben-
efi ts to OML membership,” Shugart said, noting that feedback was positive from the Bethany participants in OML’s recent 
planning workshop. He said Bethany is gearing up for its centennial celebration, which will take place in 2010. 
 At a visit to Warr Acres, Stager met with Mayor Pat Woolley, City Clerk/Treasurer Pamela Ramirez, and city attorney 
Bob Jernigan. They discussed the new building code legislation passed last session, which establishes the Oklahoma Uni-
form Building Code Commission and streamlines building codes statewide. The new law also allows cities and towns to 
pass their own, more stringent codes if they elect to do so. 
 The streamlined sales tax issue also came up in Warr Acres, where the city has faced challenges enforcing compliance 
with sales and use tax regulations on large construction projects. Making sure builders remit sales and use taxes on construc-
tion materials can be daunting, Woolley said. When he saw new construction projects going up in Warr Acres, he expected to 
see a corresponding rise in sales tax revenues. He didn’t. “That told me that either they are not paying the sales and use tax 
on all that construction material, or that they are, and our base businesses aren’t doing well,” he said. After determining that 
sales tax receipts from the city’s merchants had remained constant, he began meeting with builders and ultimately turned to 
the Oklahoma Tax Commission for assistance.
 In Warr Acres as in many Oklahoma municipalities, it’s also a top priority to make sure merchants understand the impor-
tance of correct sales tax remittance. Wooley is coming at the issue from many angles. In addition to his one-on-one discus-
sions with builders working on projects in Warr Acres, he has held a meeting for local business owners, and he’s developing 
a newsletter he’ll use to get the message out to every Warr Acres business. During her visit to the community last month, 
Stager also learned that confusion and mistakes in sales tax remittance can arise when two municipalities share a ZIP code. 
She discussed with Warr Acres offi cials the need to establish a means by which to audit and enforce sales tax remittance. 
 At a visit to The Village, Stager met with city manager Bruce Stone, who told her about plans to make changes to The 
Village’s municipal recycling program. The Village was the fi rst Oklahoma municipality to offer curbside recycling. The 
city traditionally has used a “single-stream” recycling program, which means customers put all their recyclables into one 
container, with the pickup company doing the sorting. A new single-stream program city offi cials hope to bring in will 
provide incentives to residents who recycle. When saving the planet isn’t enough to motivate recycling efforts in the com-



munity, the program will reward participants with gift cards to local merchants. Rewards are based on a point system deter-
mined by how much is recycled by each participating household. 
 Stone said current economic challenges have thus far prevented the company, Recycle Bank, from starting up in Okla-
homa, but that he hopes to see it happen soon. “There is a lot of public demand for recycling programs,” Stone said. “People 
are sensitive to the amount of waste we generate. People want to do their part to clean up the environment.”
 Stager and Stone visited about the pros and cons of the point-of-delivery sales tax. The Village is a good example of a 
municipality with retailers that send lots of revenue to neighboring communities. “It’s hard for us to assess the impact, better 
or worse,” Stone said. “We know what sales tax we bring in, but we don’t know how much we’re losing to other jurisdic-
tions. It’s hard to quantify.”
 Stager’s next stop was Edmond, where she met with Mayor Patrice Douglas, city manager Larry Stevens, city clerk and 
intergovernmental relations director Nancy Nichols, and assistant city managers Jerry Smith and Steve Commons. They 
discussed current happenings at OML including recent legislative challenges and the strategic objectives that have been ac-
complished over the past year.  The Edmond offi cials talked to Stager about the constant challenge to keep the city’s roads 
in good repair. Stager learned that even for a large city with a bustling retail economy like Edmond’s, depending on sales 
tax revenues makes planning the city budget a challenge.
 “Because we’re all solely dependent on retail sales for general operation money, as the economy slows it has a direct 
effect on our ability to fund operational costs,” Commons said. “When the economy slows, our demand for service doesn’t 
change. It continues on.” 

Program provides a legal, easy way 
for towns and cities to accept credit cards
 Like any businesses, municipalities focus on customer service. Making utility payments easier by accepting credit cards 
is becoming the norm. Unlike commercial businesses, cities and towns must abide by strict constitutional limitations regard-
ing how they take payments by plastic. When the City Managers Association of Oklahoma (CMAO) approached OML to 
report the concerns some Oklahoma city managers had heard from their municipal attorneys, OML took on the development 
of a credit card program that could ensure participating towns and cities were acting within the limits of the law.
 OML General Counsel Diane Pedicord said some Oklahoma city attorneys expressed concern that accepting credit cards 
from utility customers was an unconstitutional gift, since the city had to pay the credit card fees. “That created a question of 
whether or not municipalities could take credit cards, so they (CMAO) asked the League to design a program that met that 
concern,” Pedicord said. 
 The OML/BancFirst program is designed exclusively for Oklahoma local governments. It allows them to accept credit 
card payments without violating state law. The program isn’t the only means by which an Oklahoma municipality can accept 
credit cards, but many cities and towns have discovered it’s the best option for them. The program’s legality for municipali-
ties is a big reason. Cost is another. Because it’s a group plan, the rate for cities and towns is kept low, and it gets better 
for everyone as more municipalities join. The cost is determined exclusively by the total volume projections from all the 
participating municipalities and public trusts. Only one fee is charged per city or town, even when multiple public trusts par-
ticipate. Fees are used only to maintain the program; OMSC does not receive any part of the fees paid by municipalities.
 Some service providers lock customers into contracts, making it expensive to terminate service or change providers. 
Municipalities that use the OML program are free to quit at any time. Another benefi t of the program is full, up-front dis-
closure of fees. Many Oklahoma municipalities already know that some credit card companies lure in new customers with 
promises of big savings, then hit them with surprise fees after the contract has been signed. Municipalities using the OML 
program know exactly what they’ll be paying. 
 If you’d like to learn more about the BancFirst/OML credit card program, call Tamara Reed, merchant services coordi-
nator at BancFirst, at (405) 218-4074.



Flying the Stars & Stripes: When to display the fl ag at half staff?
 Our most visible symbol of patriotism, the United States Flag is displayed with pride over communities throughout 
Oklahoma. Many of our members have contacted OML to ask for specifi c guidelines on fl ag protocol, particularly about 
how they can be notifi ed when fl ags should be lowered to half staff.
 When the Oklahoma Governor executes an order to lower fl ags, OML receives a notice from the Oklahoma Secretary 
of State and posts the information to our website. Individuals who would like to be notifi ed directly when such an order is 
made may join an email list by calling the Oklahoma Department of Central Services at (405) 521-2121.
 The nonprofi t organization Half Staff provides guidelines for fl ag display and offers another free notifi cation service for 
communities and individuals who would like reminders when the fl ag should be displayed at half staff nationwide. For detailed 
information about fl ag display or to add your email address to the notifi cation list, visit them at http:www.halfstaff.org.
 How do you fl y a U.S. Flag at half staff? First, hoist the fl ag to its peak, then lower it to the half-staff position, midway 
between the top and bottom of the staff. At the end of the day, raise it again to its peak before taking it down. 

More guidelines on fl ag display

Over the Middle of the Street: It should be suspended vertically with the union to the north in an east and west street or to 
the east in a north and south street.

Flown on the Same Halyard with Non-Nation Flags: The American Flag should always be at the peak. When the fl ags 
are fl own from adjacent staffs, the fl ag of the United States should be hoisted fi rst and lowered last. No such fl ag or pennant 
may be placed above the fl ag of the United States or to the right of the fl ag of the United States.

Suspended Over a Sidewalk: The fl ag may be suspended from a rope extending from a house to a pole at the edge of the 
sidewalk, the fl ag should be hoisted out, union fi rst, from the building.

From a Staff Projecting Horizontally or at an Angle: The fl ag may be projected from the window sill, balcony, or front 
of a building, with the union of the fl ag placed at the peak of the staff unless the fl ag is at half-staff.

In a Parade with Other Flags: The fl ag, when carried in a procession with another fl ag, or fl ags, should be either on the 
marching right; that is, the fl ag’s own right, or, if there is a line of other fl ags, in front of the center of that line.

With Non-National Flags: The fl ag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest point of the 
group when a number of fl ags of States or localities or pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs.

With Other National Flags: When fl ags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be fl own from separate staffs of 
the same height. The fl ags should be of approximately equal size. International usage forbids the display of the fl ag of one 
nation above that of another nation in time of peace.

With Another Flag Against a Wall from Crossed Staffs: Should be on the right, the fl ag’s own right which is the viewer’s 
left, and its staff should be in front of the staff of the other fl ag.

From a Staff in a Church or Public Auditorium on a Podium: The fl ag of the United States of America should hold the 
position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the clergyman’s or speaker’s 
right as he faces the audience. Any other fl ag so displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker (to the 
right of the audience).

From a Staff in a Church or Public Auditorium off the Podium: Custom and not the fl ag code hold that the fl ag of the 
United States of America should hold the position of superior prominence as part of the audience, in the position of honor 
at the audience’s right.

Used to Cover a Casket: It should be so placed that the union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The fl ag should not 
be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground.



Other than being Flown from a Staff: The fl ag should be displayed fl at, whether indoors or out. When displayed either 
horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be uppermost and to the fl ag’s own right, that is, to the observer’s 
left. When displayed in a window it should be displayed in the same way, that is with the union or blue fi eld to the left of 
the observer in the street. When festoons, rosettes or drapings are desired, bunting of blue, white and red should be used, 
but never the fl ag.

Grants & Loans

Shelters and rescue groups help people fi nd pets to adopt
 Maddie’s Fund is accepting applications for a program that will award $50,000 to Petfi nder.com member shelters and 
rescue groups in the United States. The deadline to apply is Sept. 18, 2009. The shelters and rescue groups must be located 
in the United States and must demonstrate good customer service in helping people fi nd pets to adopt. The program is de-
signed to encourage shelters and rescues to assess their customer service and encourage them to improve it if it is lacking. In 
a program that began in the second week of July and will run through Sept. 18, 2009, Maddie’s Fund will award cash prizes 
through three methods. The Petfi nder.com Foundation will randomly email three member rescue groups with questions 
about an available dog or cat posted on their website. If they receive helpful information about that animal within 24 hours, 
the rescue group will be awarded $500. If you have any questions about this program that is being supported by Maddie’s 
Fund, contact Lynn Spivak at (510) 337-8979.
 For more information, visit http://www.maddiesfund.org/About_Us/Media/Press_Releases/ Customer_Service_
Promotion.html.

Fresh Paint Days 
 Fresh Paint Days is a Keep Oklahoma Beautiful project designed to encourage volunteers to seek out unsightly com-
munity structures and renovate them with the creative use of resources. Willing volunteers will make use of paint, donated 
by H.I.S. Paint Mfg. of Oklahoma City and a stipend for supplies, funded by Public Service Company of Oklahoma to 
transform that community blemish over a period of a few days with just the application of fresh paint and a lot of elbow 
grease! 
 Keep Oklahoma Beautiful will select the winning projects from among applications submitted with digital “before” 
photos. All winning projects must be painted within the same 10-day span (which will include two weekends). Participants 
will then submit digital “after” photos showing the transformation. Keep Oklahoma Beautiful will name the one FRESH 
PAINT DAYS project that is judged to have made the greatest visual impact. That winning group will receive a special 
award during the 2009 KOB Annual Awards Recognition Event held in late fall.

Tentative Event Calendar for 2009:
• Applications due: August 20, 2009 
• Selected participants notifi ed by the week of August 24, 2009 
• Paint distribution day(s): tentatively scheduled for September 2 & 9, 2009 — participants must be willing to drive to 
certain pickup points to collect your paint. Those points will depend on the locations of winning groups — specifi c details 
will necessarily be worked out later.  
• Painting Days: tentatively scheduled September 19-27, 2009 (includes two full weekends) 
• Digital “after” photos and reports must be received when project is completed. 
• Finalists for the Best Visual Impact Award will be announced prior to the KOB Awards Banquet in November.
For more information, log onto http://www.keepoklahomabeautiful.com/fresh-paint-days.

Wild Ones plants seeds for education program

Eligibility: Nature centers, schools, nonprofi ts, and houses of worship.
Deadline: Nov. 15, 2009.
Contact: Seeds for Education Director Mark Charles, Wild Ones Seeds for Education Grant Program; 
   sfedirector@for-wild.org. Wild Ones Natural Landscapers, P.O. Box 1274, Appleton, WI 54912-1274 

 Wild Ones is a longstanding nonprofi t that is dedicated to the use of natural landscaping with native plant species as an 



ecologically better alternative to traditional landscaping practices. It was founded in the late 1970s, and it has members in 
more than 40 states as well as in fi ve provinces in Canada. It also has more than 40 chapters. It offers the Wild Ones Journal, 
sponsors fi eld trips, and helps rescue native plants from destruction that has been caused by the development of roads and 
bridges. One of its most important efforts is its funding initiative, the Seeds for Education Grant Program.
Open to nature centers, schools, nonprofi ts, and houses of worship that have a site that is available for this stewardship proj-
ect, the Wild Ones Seeds for Education Grant Program has a handful of project goals. The project goals should focus on the 
enhancement and development of an appreciation for nature using native plants. Projects also must get the point across that 
involvement of students and volunteers increases the educational value of the site.
 One mandatory part of this project is the use of and teaching about native plants and the native plant community. This 
teaching must be appropriate to the local ecoregion and the site conditions, which include soil, water, and sunlight.
 Wild Ones states that it will award between $100 and $500 in grant money and that money will be awarded through the 
Seeds for Education Grant Program, which is also known as the Laurie Otto Seeds for Education Fund. However, Wild Ones 
also points out that the grant money will only be given out to cover the costs of purchasing native plants and seeds. Also, 
when you submit your proposal, you must include a budget that explains how the grant money will be used and how it will 
be spent.
 To apply for the Seeds for Education Grant Program, look for the links to the application, which are located near the 
bottom of the http://www.for-wild.org/sfecvr. html page. This is one of the Seeds for Education application links: http://
www.for-wild. org/download/SFEApp. pdf.
 The completed proposals are due by Nov. 15, 2009. The grant packages will be reviewed on Jan. 15, 2010, and notifi ca-
tion will be sent, via email, to all applicants by Feb. 15, 2010. A fi nal report is required from grant winners, and that fi nal 
report is due Feb. 15, 2011 (exactly one year from the date that Wild Ones awards the grants).
 If you have any questions about the Wild Ones Seeds for Education Grant Program, contact Mark Charles, Seeds For 
Education Director, Wild Ones Natural Landscapers, at sfedirector@for-wild.org.

Weed and Seed Programs make communities safer place to live
Eligibility: State, local, and tribal governments and nonprofi ts in communities that have persistent high levels 
   of serious violent crime.
Deadline: Dec. 1, 2009.
Funds:  Up to $150,000.
Contact: Community Capacity Development Offi ce; (202) 616-1152.

 The U.S. Department of Justice has gone above and beyond its call of duty by offering community development grants. 
The Department’s Offi ce of Justice Program has a Community Capacity Development Offi ce, which provides a grant op-
portunity to make communities safer.
 The Community Capacity Development Offi ce currently is accepting applications through Dec 1, 2009, from state, lo-
cal, and tribal governments and nonprofi ts in communities that have persistent high levels of serious violent crime.
All eligible applicants may submit a proposal for the Community Capacity Development Offi ce’s funding initiative — The 
Weed and Seed Communities Competitive Program. This grant program, which provides up to $150,000, seeks to prevent, 
control, and reduce violent crime, criminal drug-related activity, and gang activity. This, in turn, will help develop safer 
communities. The project period for grant projects is 12 months.
 The strategy that is taken by the Weed and Seed Communities Competitive Program is community-based, and it is a 
comprehensive multi-agency approach that will work to carry this program to new heights. To do this, there are four parts 
that make up the two-pronged Weed and Seed strategy. They are law enforcement; community policing; prevention, inter-
vention, and treatment; and neighborhood restoration.
 There is a specifi c process that makes up the Weed and Seed strategy. It begins with convening a steering committee, 
identifying community partners, notifying the U.S. Attorney, and collaborating on a strategy that is addressing the previ-
ously mentioned problems.
 Weed and Seed communities have to create a fi ve-year strategic plan, adopt and achieve performance measures that are 
in accordance with the fi ve-year strategy, and include on the steering committee residents from the community, decision-



makers responsible for control, support resources, and neighborhood service providers active in the proposed Weed and 
Seed area. In order to apply for the Weed and Seed Communities Competitive Program, you must fi rst register with Grants.
gov. If you previously have registered with Grants.gov, you may skip over that step and simply log in to the site to begin the 
application process.
 All application instructions may be found at Grants.gov. Note that the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance number 
for this funding initiative is 16.595, and it is titled “Community Capacity Development Offi ce.” You will need this informa-
tion at some point during the application process.
 The applicants for the Weed and Seed Communities Competitive Program fi rst must submit draft application materials 
to the local U.S. Attorney’s offi ce, and this must be done through email no later than Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2009. This is so that 
the offi ce can review and then certify your application.
 Grant winners are selected based on a number of criteria, including statement of the problem, program/strategy design 
and implementation, capabilities/competencies, budget, and impact/outcomes and evaluation.
 If you have any questions about the application pro¬cess, contact the Grants.gov Help Desk at (800) 518-
4726. If you have any questions about the Weed and Seed Communities Competitive Program, contact the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Offi ce of Justice Programs’ Community Capacity Development Offi ce at (202) 616-1152.
 For more information, visit http://www.ojp.usdoj.govf ccdo/funding/appl_kit.html.

Employment Ads
POLICE OFFICER: The town of Gage is accepting applications for a fulltime police offi cer. Experience and CLEET cer-
tifi cation are preferred. Competitive salary and benefi t package will be offered. Send resume, letter of interest and three (3) 
references to: Offi cer Search, Town of Gage, PO Box 328, Gage, OK  73843. If there are any questions, please call (580) 
923-7727. The Town of Gage is an EOE. 



Calendar of Events

August 28, 2009
OMCCA ORIENTATION WORKSHOP
Edmond Community Center
Edmond

September 22 – 24, 2009
OML/MESO/OMAG/OMRF 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Tulsa Convention Center

October 8, 2009
NEW OFFICIALS INSTITUTE
Woodward City Hall, Pioneer Room
Woodward

October 15, 2009
DISTRICT DINNER MEETING
Cattlemen’s
Oklahoma City

October 16, 2009
WATER SUMMIT
Oklahoma Regional Training Center
Oklahoma City

October 16, 2009
OMCCA FALL CONFERENCE
Reed Center
Midwest City

October 22, 2009
OMJA FALL CONFERENCE
Hard Rock Hotel
Catoosa

October 29, 2009
DISTRICT DINNER MEETING
Great Plains Tech Center
Frederick

November 5, 2009
NEW OFFICIALS INSTITUTE
Kiamichi Technology Center
McAlester

November 5, 2009
DISTRICT DINNER MEETING
Pete’s Place
Krebs

November 12, 2009
DISTRICT DINNER MEETING
Armory Municipal Center
Tahlequah

November 13, 2009
RETAIL SUMMIT
Location TBA

November 19, 2009
DISTRICT DINNER MEETING
Northwest Inn
Woodward

December 11, 2009
PRACTICAL GUIDE WORKSHOP
Oklahoma Regional Training Institute
Oklahoma City


