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FEBRUARY BOARD REPORT

OML RECEIVES GRANT FROM DEQ

EDMOND MAYOR AND OML BOARDMEMBER DOUGLAS RECEIVES THE 2011 
KATE BARNARD AWARD
The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women presented Mayor Patrice Douglas 
with its 2011 Kate Barnard Award at a ceremony and luncheon held at the Oklahoma 
State Capitol on Thursday, Feb. 24.

EDMOND’S MAYOR DOUGLAS TESTIFIES BEFORE CONGRESS
Mayor Patrice Douglas was invited by Congressman Lankford to testify before Congress 
regarding unfunded mandates imposed by the federal government.

ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC TREASURERS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
TO HOLD CONFERENCE JULY 24–27 IN OKLAHOMA CITY
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From the Desk of
OML President Robert Johnston

On Friday, Jan. 21, 2011 an historic event took place as almost one hundred Oklahoma 
Mayors and Vice Mayors gathered at the Oklahoma State Capitol for the Mayors’ 
Council of Oklahoma (MCO)’s inaugural “Congress of Mayors.”  Despite the weather 
conditions which caused a few cancellations, those who were able to participate in this 
event learned more about the state legislative process in order to be better advocates for 
the municipal perspective on issues which affect our municipalities and our citizens.

On Monday, March 21, 2011 the MCO/OML-sponsored“Legislative Day at the 
Capitol” will present another opportunity for Oklahoma’s elected and appointed 
municipal leaders to gather at our State Capitol to present and advocate for the municipal 
perspective on proposed state legislation. This will present an opportunity for those 
mayors and vice mayors who participated in January’s “Congress of Mayors” to utilize the information obtained in 
January on March 21st in a confi dent and motivated manner.  

For those mayors, vice mayors and other municipal offi cials who were unable to participate in the “Congress of 
Mayors” due to the inclement weather or other scheduling challenges, please do not in any way be dissuaded from 
participating in the “Legislative Day at the Capitol.” As local decision-makers, you know with fi rst person certainty 
what the likely impact of state legislation will be on your community; it is important that state legislators know of 
that impact before voting.

As one of a few non-elected offi cials present at the “Congress of Mayors,” it was good to see elected offi cials 
preparing themselves for the legislative process.  As an appointed municipal offi cial, it has been my strong 
perception, that on many issues, elected state offi cials pay closer attention to elected municipal offi cials than they do 
to appointed municipal offi cials and other advocates. Although it is certainly possible that my perception is incorrect, 
I nevertheless extend a personal invitation to all of Oklahoma’s elected municipal offi cials to make it a priority to 
lead your community’s legislative effort on March 21st.  

I will join with those appointed municipal offi cials who will also participate in this important legislative activity.
As many as possible need to be at the Capitol making sure that the municipal perspective is presented as vitally 
important legislative decisions are being made.  I look forward to seeing a great many of you at the Capitol on March 
21st!
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See the pink building on the right? It will soon be history thanks to a grant OML received from the Oklahoma Department of 
Environmental Quality. The grant money will enable the League to have the building torn down. Front row, left to right, Richard 
Chapman, Gage; Randy Ewing, Jenks; OML Executive Director Carolyn Stager, Steve Thompson, ODEQ; OML President Robert 
Johnson, Frederick; OML Director of Programs Sue Thurston; Darrell Nemecek, Ada; Joe Johnson, Vinita. Back row: OML execu-
tive assistant Jamie Smith; Arden Chaffee, Alva; David Taylor, Muldrow; Jim Twombly, Tulsa; Bob Baxter, Okmulgee; Dan Gal-
loway, Stillwater; Jim Couch, Oklahoma City; Homer Nicholson, Ponca City; Steve Lewis, Norman; and Larry Shelton, Chickasha.
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February board meeting includes DEQ grant presentation
An active board day with some unusual activities and guests commenced Oklahoma Municipal League’s Feb. 16 

board meeting. After two inclement weather postponements the enthusiastic greetings and board business began with 
a fl ourish. 

Previous OC&T publications have carried the news of OML’s $200,000 EPA grant award to rebate the asbestos 
and demolish the “Pink Building.”  Guests from the Department of Environmental Quality attended to present the 
“giant check” during the board meeting, which those of you who submitted subgrant applications have also experi-
enced. 

Steve Thompson, DEQ Executive Director, addressed the OML Board. DEQ’s Rita Kottke, Director of DEQ’s 
Brownsfi eld Projects, was also in attendance taking pictures and chatting with OML staff and board members. 
Thompson recognized Kottke’s value to the success of DEQ’s Brownfi elds program. We who received the ARRA 
subgrant monies will certainly attest to Rita’s expertise and ongoing assistance through the process.  Thompson fur-
ther discussed the urgency of the program, explaining that every dollar spent on the program created eight jobs. 

OML Board of Directors president, Robert Johnson, reported two OML Board vacancies. Larry Shelton, Chick-
asha City Manager in District 9 was sitting at his last meeting; and Vinita Mayor Joe Johnson of District 1 would 
step down on April 18. The members were thanked for their service and OML will mail notifi cations for nomina-
tions.

Carolyn Stager, OML’s Executive Director, was enthusiastic about the success of the inaugural Congress of May-
ors event and is looking forward to the next event. She reported that over 75 mayors participated and emphasized the 
importance of this level of advocacy to Oklahoma’s cities and towns in the overall political landscape. 

Stager briefl y touched on the new legislative makeup and OML’s efforts to meet the newcomers. Her future ap-
pointments will include a meeting with the governor’s staff on Streamline Sales Tax and an invite to another meeting 
with the governor’s general council and others on the administrative rules process and OML’s priority issues.

Nancy Nichols, chairman of OML’s Legislative Committee, updated the board on three “hot button” bills which 
would be heard that afternoon, and the steps taken to achieve positive results. Their status may be found in OML’s 
Legislative Bulletin on the website at www.oml.org. 

A grave and deeply serious topic of consideration was a report on the DEQ position on water and wastewater fee 
increases. Alan Riffel, Woodward city manager and OMUP chairman along with OML’s executive director presented 
the issue to the OML Board. The board was individually polled as to each member’s understanding of the OML posi-
tion on the matter. The board voted to use the position motion from January, and for clarifi cation, included additional 
options suggested by the Board. 

OML’s position on proposed DEQ fees is that:
• Municipal offi cials’ preference is regulation by DEQ, not EPA.  
• DEQ should demonstrate fairness and equity in fees and fee structures. 
• OML will work cooperatively with DEQ to explore any possible alternative measures for reducing 
  increases.  
• OML prefers that DEQ adopt a one-year, moderate fee increase for FY 2011-12 based on the current fee   

   structure. 
   • Forming a DEQ/OML working group with municipal representatives to study future fee increases and fee  

   structure, plus pursuing alternative methods of operation and priorities that could lower costs and fees for   
   following years.  

   • OML would commit to participate in the process, coordinate with private sector representatives of the 
    regulated community and work cooperatively with DEQ in seeking appropriations from the legislature for a  

   share in funding DEQ’s operations. 

In other actions, OML Board:
• Discussed the fi lling of three vacancies on the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Council; 
• Appointed two additional members to OML’s Service Fee Committee — Alex Damon, Mayor of Cordell and  

  Greg Buckley, Muskogee City Manager;
• Amended the Oklahoma Municipal Retirement Fund to incorporate the fi nal IRC §415 regulations and 
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Crawford & Associates, P.C.
10308 Greenbriar Place • Oklahoma City, OK 73159

Phone: 405/691-5550
Fax: 405/691-5646

E-mail: info@crawfordcpas.com
Web site: www.crawfordcpas.com

Crawford & Associates, P.C.
Certifi ed Public Accountants and Advisors to Government

 Financial Statement Preparation
 Budget Preparation
 Accounting Principles Implementation
 Policies and Procedures Development
 Monthly Accounting and Balancing
 Fraud Investigations
 Computer System Implementation
 Internal Control Evaluations
 Expert Witness Services
 Bond Issue Verifi cations
 Internal Audit Services
 Training

SERVING GOVERNMENT ENTITIES
WORLDWIDE SINCE 1984

 provisions of the pension funding equity act;
• Approved inclusion of the OML logo on a print ad supporting three health initiatives including restoring 
 local rights on smoking (5320 Initiative);
• Discussed a plan for the OML Board to meet in Tulsa in the spring, potentially attending a Drillers game and  

  touring the new ball park. Tulsa Alternate Jim Twombly is working on the details. 

New business included a request for consideration of by-law language change proposed by Randy Ewing; and a 
reminder from Larry Shelton of the potential for new OML Board members in the near future as a result of popula-
tion increases refl ected in the 2010 census. 

Schedule changes caused by inclement weather will be corrected; however the next board meeting date is moved 
to March 9, 2011.  After the March 9 meeting the Board will revert back to the fi rst Wednesday schedule.

The next OML Board Meeting will be March 9 at the Oklahoma Municipal League.
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First Auditing Firm Certified By The OTC
With today’s tough economic times you need to take smart steps to insure that you

receive all revenues due your jurisdiction.

For 30 years, RDS has helped governments run efficiently. We offer the most 

comprehensive range of revenue enhancement services of any of our competitors,

including sales/use tax compliance auditing.

•  75+ experienced Auditors, Certified Revenue Examiners and CPAs

•  Local auditor on staff in Oklahoma

•  Conducted more than 8,400 sales/use audits in the last three years

•  Produce immediate unrealized revenue and promote growth of revenue base

•  Safe, secure and stable partnership in a challenging economic business climate

•  A competitive services rate structure with an above average return 

on investment

Largest sales/use tax auditing firm 
in Alabama and Louisiana

In These Times, 
Every Penny Counts.
RDS provides cost effective, high value solutions 
to more than 750 governments nationwide. Let 
RDS show you how to get the most out of your 
revenue sources.

Danny George
Business Development, OK

405.595.9331
dannygeorge@globalassetmgt.net

David MacLeod
VP Sales & Business Development, RDS

205.423.4111
dmacleod@revds.com

Alan Holt
Business Development, OK

918.671.2589
alanholt@globalassetmgt.net

2317 Third Avenue North, Suite 200
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
800.556.7274 • Fax 205.423.4099
www.revds.com
twitter.com/smartgovt

Mayor Douglas Receives the 2011 Kate Barnard Award
The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

presented Mayor Patrice Douglas with its 2011 Kate 
Barnard Award at a ceremony and luncheon held at the 
Oklahoma State Capitol on Thursday, Feb. 24.

 This honorary award is in memory and recognition 
of Oklahoman Kate Barnard, who in 1907 became the 
fi rst woman to win a statewide elected offi ce in the 
United States. She held the offi ce of Commissioner of 
Charities and Corrections for two terms. She was a key 
fi gure in the enactment of a compulsory education law 
providing for state payments to widows dependent on 
their children’s earnings, of legislation implementing 
the constitutional ban on child labor, and the laws aimed 
at unsafe working conditions. Beginning in 1998, the 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women created 
the Kate Barnard Award to continue recognition and 
appreciation of the women that have made a difference 
in Oklahoma by becoming public servants. These women 
are elected or appointed salaried public offi cials in 
Oklahoma. 

 Previous recipients of the award include Judge 
Vicki Miles-LaGrange, Lt. Governor Jari Askins, 
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Congresswoman Mary Fallin, and State Superintendent of Public Instruction Sandy Garrett. 
 “To receive this award and be in the company of the past recipients, is not only an extraordinary honor for me and 

my family but for the city of Edmond. The support and passion of our residents creates great recognition of the work 
we do together as a community,” said Mayor Douglas.

 Mayor Douglas serves as an elected representative to the Oklahoma Municipal League Board of Directors. 
She was elected mayor of Edmond, Oklahoma’s fi fth largest city, in 2009. Prior to her election as mayor, Douglas 
served as Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Edmond Economic Development Authority, and on the Board 
of Directors of the Edmond Chamber of Commerce. Governor Frank Keating appointed Douglas to the Oklahoma 
Department of Human Services’ Board of Commissioners and Governor Brad Henry appointed her to the Oklahoma 
Commission on Teacher Preparation. Since 2008, Douglas has served as Executive Vice President of First Fidelity 
Bank. She was previously President for the Greater OKC Metro Market of SpiritBank and Vice President and 
General Counsel for ACP Sheet Metal Company. Douglas is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the 
Oklahoma Bankers Association. She received her B.S. from Oklahoma Christian University and her J.D. from the 
University of Oklahoma. Douglas has been recognized as a champion of small business, Edmond’s senior citizens, 
literacy, stronger partnerships for early childhood education, and encouraging volunteerism among Edmond’s youth.

 The mission of the Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women is to improve the quality of life for women, 
families, and children in Oklahoma. A complete list of previous awardees can be found at: http://www.ok.gov/ocsw/
The_Kate_Barnard_Award/. 

Edmond’s Mayor Douglas Testifi es Before Congress
Congressman Lankford invited Mayor Douglas on behalf of the City of Edmond

OML Board member and Edmond Mayor Patrice Douglas testifi ed before Congress, in Washington D.C. on Tues-
day, Feb. 15 regarding unfunded mandates imposed by the federal government on cities. Mayor Douglas was asked 
to testify by Congressman James Lankford who felt it necessary to have a representative from Edmond to communi-
cate his concern over the health and well-being of his district in the face of such mandates.

Mayor Douglas is the fi rst Edmond mayor to be invited to a hearing. The mayor described Edmond and how it is 
funded, explained the City of Edmond’s constitutional mandate to balance the city budget as well as how the city is 
funded by sales tax. In addition, the mayor presented unfunded mandates to which the City of Edmond fi nds burden-
some including (1) the EPA standards forced on to states, and in turn cities regarding stormwater, water, and air qual-
ity, (2) troublesome regulations encouraged or permitted regarding auditing/accounting and fi nancial service, and (3) 
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Affi liate member in the spotlight

UNIQUE Paving Materials provides alternative to cold mix
 While UNIQUE Paving Materials is recognized as one of Amer-
ica’s leading providers of pavement maintenance materials, their 
story comes from humble beginnings over 50 years ago. 

It Started with a Dream
 After spending 20 years developing his expertise in the paving 
business, company founder Tom Letizia, Sr. dreamed of having a 
family-owned business devoted to premium quality products that 
delivered the highest performance, while providing customers with 
superior service and genuine fairness. In 1959 he founded UNIQUE Paving Materials with the motto, “where quality 
and service count.” 

A Coffee Can and a Welding Rod
 Looking for a permanent pavement repair formulation that worked during the winter, Letizia began experimenting 
with additives and aggregates. He mixed his fi rst batches in a coffee can with a welding rod. After tireless research 
and experimentation, he formulated his proprietary ingredients which even today the company refers to as the secret 
sauce additive in UPM.
 “You will often hear our competition refer to the UNIQUE industry-leading asphalt and concrete pavement repair 
brands when trying to justify their cold asphalt, crack fi llers and other products,” said John Kida, account executive 
for UNIQUE. “We take that as the greatest testimonial a company could have.”
 UNIQUE provides cost saving analysis, onsite training and bid performance wording guidelines. Consistent 
quality and a “once and done” repair strategy are hallmarks of the service that their clients can expect. The company 
promotes permanent repair which is a critical component for pavement maintenance. In addition, UNIQUE provides 
continuing education throughout the industry via seminars and demonstrations which increases end user awareness 
of alternatives to conventional cold mix. 
 The company goal is to provide valuable products from valuable people to valuable customers. Currently, the 
company does not have any clients in the State of Oklahoma but that is scheduled to change in the near future. 
 Home offi ce for this international company is in Cleveland, Ohio. For additional information, contact John Kida, 
816-868-9438.

various provisions which force cities to spend city dollars on efforts that don’t assist mid-size cities, and whose costs 
cannot be justifi ed, (e.g., National Incident Management Systems aka NIMS).

Mayor Douglas was asked how this testimony could help Edmond and why it is so important right now. “This 
gave Edmond an opportunity to express how diffi cult it is to balance our budget, and prioritize our resident’s needs 
in the face of the many unfunded mandates imposed by the federal government. Whether it is through congressional 
action or regulatory rules, the result is the same — local control is replaced by federal dictate” said Mayor Douglas.

“I appreciate Congressman Lankford for extending this opportunity to showcase the City of Edmond, Oklahoma 
and let our voice be heard,” said Mayor Douglas. 
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GRANTS & LOANS
Support for projects that help strengthen Democratic values, reduce poverty and injustice
Eligibility: Various organizations, coalitions, agencies, as well as individuals.
Deadline: Open.
Funds: Varies.
Contact: Ford Foundation, 320 East 43rd St., New York, New York 10017, (212) 573-5000, fax (212) 351-3677; 
offi ce-secretary@ford-foundation.org.

The Ford Foundation supports projects that help strengthen democratic values, reduce poverty and injustice, promote 
international cooperation and advance human achievement. The foundation funds projects in areas of asset building 
and community development. Some of the subdivisions of this area of interest include community and resource 
development as well as economic development. The Ford Foundation also funds projects under its Peace and Social 
Justice initiative. 

For more information, visit http://www.fordfoundation.org/grants/organizations-seeking-grants
.

MUNICIPAL MARKETPLACE
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Breakaway Fiber Connector Protects Traffi c Signals,
Management Systems and Travelers

Working together with Optical Cable Corporation, TrueView engineers have developed the IRIS™ connector, the 
fi rst “failsafe” breakaway fi ber optic cable connector ever developed for traffi c light control cabinets and highway 
network nodes. 

The IRIS connector is easily confi gurable to any new or existing traffi c cabinet. In the event of a traffi c signal 
controller cabinet knockdown, the IRIS connector isolates fi ber damage to the stricken cabinet. Because of the built-
in safety disconnect point installed at the base of the cabinet, the fi ber optic cable no longer gets ripped out of the 
ground by the crashing vehicle. 

For information contact: Optical Cable Corporation, 5290 Concourse Drive, Roanoke, Virginia, 24019; Phone: 
(800) 622-7711, Canada (800) 443-5262; FAX: 540-265-0724; Email: marketinginfo@occfi ber.com; Visit the web 
site www.occfi ber.com. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 21, 2011
MCO/OML DAY AT THE CAPITOL
State Capitol
Oklahoma City

March 21 – 25, 2011
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT WEEK
Statewide

April 1, 2011
MC&T TRAINING
Woodward

April 8, 2011
OAMA SPRING CONFERENCE
Oklahoma History Center
Oklahoma City

April 28 & 29, 2011
OMJA / OMCCA SPRING CONFERENCE
Renaissance Hotel 
Tulsa

June 9 & 10, 2011
NOI / JUNE INSTITUTE
Francis Tuttle Technology Center
Oklahoma City

June 16 & 17, 2011
NOI / JUNE INSTITUTE
Technology Center, Lemley Campus
Tulsa

June 23 – 25, 2011
MCO MAYORS AND OML BOARD RETREAT
Broken Arrow

July 13 – 15, 2011
CMAO SUMMER CONFERENCE
Location TBA

July 24-27, 2011
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION 
OF PUBLIC TREASURERS, UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA
Renaissance Hotel & Cox Convention Center
Oklahoma City

August 5, 2011
EMPLOYMENT SEMINAR
Rose State College
Midwest City

September 13 – 15, 2011
OML ANNUAL CONFERENCE
IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
MESO, OMAG, AND OMRF
Doubletree Hotel Downtown & Tulsa Convention 
Center

OML DISTRICT DINNER MEETINGS
Locations TBA
October 6
October 13
October 20
November 3
November 17

November 4, 2011
PLANNING WORKSHOP
Location TBA

December 9, 2011
PRACTICAL GUIDE WORKSHOP
Rose State College
Midwest City


